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Tips for Adopting a Shelter Dog

fyou've been considering adding a canine member

e yaur family, there's no better time to check your

local animal shefter Feople are aften sumprised by
the variety of dogs that an be faund at local shelters.

Ihaeeover, adopting a dog from a shetter comes.

with added benefits. Maost shelters will incude vato-
nations, dewarmvng, heariwarn Sesting, spaying of
Peutering, microchippang and evena traimeng VD
with their adoptions. However. before comanitting to
deg adoption, there are many factors pet parents
st consider — after all there's far mare to caring
for 2 dog than merety peoviding food water and shel-
ter

Bedfore You Mot

‘Wihen deading
wehether or not to adopt
a dog, pteritial pet
parenily mus asiess
ther perianal e
and consider the fol
Towinig:

Are pous ready to malke
a long term mmmi-
ment!

Henw pritech time:
deyou have dafly to
dedicate b your new dog?
Be sure 10 assess how often
ol are harne, hew rrivch time
yous have: 10 sperd for training, play-
tirme, exercie and potty walks. ¥ou'll need to select 2
g that fits your iifestyle. Busy families may want tz
consider 2 matume dog that is alveady trained, while
other farnilies are mare ety to hawve the extra time
anud anention necessary for traming younger, mars
active dogs and pujpes

are you financially atie to provde far your dog's
needs? The costs assonated with caring for 2 dog will
wary. Pet panents should also factor in the variabie cost
al yelerinary wisits and trasning classes. S0 make sure
o actonmd, for thess sxpenseswhen determining if
yous can afford 10 care for your dog.

Selecting the Right Shelter Dog fat Your Famy
A comman mistake rary adogters make is.choos-
inga dog based on his loolks g breed rather than his

Ioeswes te Have om Hand

Ovyce youi v faund the right dog te fit your
lifestyle, it s tirme 1o +1ock up on the right tocks that
will ease the trarsition fram shelter to your home.
sarne of those tools which are good ta have on hand
Include:
» Fiat o buckle callar wath an 15 Tag
= Sixfoot leash
« High-qualsty dog food
= Some durable chew tows and doggie purzes
+ Propesly sized dog crate
+ Food and waler bowls
reats for traiming

Homeward Bound!

Now that you've brought your
dog home, you will nead to desig-
nate & dog:safe ares that's just far
hirr; ke an area in your kitchen
o laumdry Toom. Chocse 3
place where he can g and e

by hirnself, wathout The stress
that somesimes comes from
being around kids ar other
et YoueT dhog-safe area should
inchucle a water dish, a few safe
By’ and durable chew toys and a.dog
erate as his bed
‘While he's gesting comfortable, if
you have children in the home, take a
Frgment to Ltk with them abeat haw to
trear the farnily's nissest mermiber, Also, doyaur
best 1o not avenwhelm your nev dog. Seme dogs may
b shy at first, but green same space and fime they
should quackly adjust Ltizing 4 product such s
Lomfor Jans® with DAR® [Dog Appeasing

p s ¥
nevw et as well as reduce stress-related behavioe
such as excevsve barking, urinating in the home ard
general yperactinty associated with the dramanc
charwges in hislife

“onar oy will e cursous albout his new herme and
will want 1o investigate. S0, when you aliow him 10
expkire new ires of pour home keep him an & lexsh
ko hefp manage whers he goes.

\Wheryou can't supenase him, confine him n br
crate ar dog-safe area Remernber to always generous
iy reward him with a treat and lots of praise when he
&

. Do plenty o researdh before o go o
shelter b determine if theenergy isvel, trasnability
and behaions of certaim beeeds are best suited for
your lifestyle. Comsider your living amangements and
thank abaut what doggie personality will be best for
your home:

The animal shelter's staff and wolurtesrs strive to
provide the best posuibie care to them animal, but it
mot the same &5 having a loving home While interact-
ing with the dogs in the shelter, keep in mand that

3 in the right place The first few days.in
s mew harme will kety be the most challenging for
your dig, Make sure you spend some speaal tme
together getting to know each other and establishmg
somne routies

Sharing yous harme with 4 four-legged friend can
be ome af ife's mast rewarding experiences. Dogs give

itiomal knve, provide us wil

ship, and Can even help refieve oar stres after & long
day f you and yous Famiy are looking for 2 new com-

manyof them act differently m the kennel

rrent. fis a result, you should ask to spend some time
wath the dog in 2 quiet area This will give the dog 3
h lax and e of bis Y.

panian. ige you b support the ASPCAS
Naticral Adept-A-Ocg month and vist your kocal ane
rial shefes o rescue group to-find your nexd best
friemd.



